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times, and encourage the young men who cut up this
body to render this good service to the whole Coun-
try, putting Porcelain beads into their mouths.
Sometimes even the mother of the deceased, all
bathed in tears, [113] joins the party and sings in a
pitiful tone, lamenting the death of her son. That
done, they firmly believe they have appeased the
Sky. If they fail in this ceremony, they look upon
all the disastrous changes of the weather, and all the
untoward accidents which happen to them after-
wards, as so many results of its anger.®

Last year, at the beginning of November, a Savage
was drowned when returning from fishing; he was
interred on the seventeenth, withoutany ceremonies.
On the same day snow fell in such abundance that it
hid the earth all the winter; and our Savages did
not fail to cast the blame on their not having cut up
the dead person as usual. Such are the sacrifices
they make to render Heaven favorable.

On the way by which the Hurons go to Kébec,
there are some Rocks that they particularly reverence
and to which they never fail, when they go down to
trade, to offer Tobacco. They call one of them Hz/:-
houray, meaning ‘‘a Rock where the Owl makes its
nest.” But the most celebrated is the one they call
Tsanhohi Arasta, ‘‘ the home of Tsankoki,’”’ which is
a [114] species of bird of prey. They tell marvels of
this Rock. According to their story, it was formerly
a man who was, I know not how, changed into stone.
At all events, they distinguish still the head, the
arms, and the body; but he must have been extraor-
dinarily powerful, for this mass is so vast and so
high that their arrows cannot reach it. Besides, they
hold that in the hollow of this Rock there is a De-



